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Program Notes
A Hero’s Journey is the winner of the 2017 Chester County Concert Band Competition 
(West Chester, PA), David William Reif, Music Director. This programmatic piece represents 
the champion in all of us. Heroes must go through challenges and act against adversity 
to make the world a better place.

Musically, the piece begins with a tenor and bass voice pedal with a militaristic percussion 
accompaniment. All field drum rolls should be in a rudimental ”open roll“ style. At measure 
30 the player switches to concert snare drum and all rolls are closed. The beginning 
two-measure solo flute and oboe motive symbolizes heroic struggles throughout the 
entire composition. Measure 7 features a trumpet duet that is cross-cued in the alto 
saxophone and could result in a trumpet and saxophone duet if there are strong players 
within those sections. To help keep the quick tempo throughout the piece the conductor 
may want to conduct using cut-time starting at Rehearsal 23. At Rehearsal 76 be careful 
to ensure all woodwind motives and solos can clearly be heard over the sustained 
notes. The piece quickly moves through a variety of musical episodes and challenges 
as the hero perseveres and ultimately is victorious; exemplifying good prevailing 
over evil.

Percussion is written for 7 total players:

Timpani - 1 player
Mallet Percussion 1 - 1 player
Mallet Percussion 2 - 1 player
Percussion 1 - 2 players
Percussion 2 - 2 players

- Mark Lortz

The Composer
Mark Lortz is the Director of Bands at Stevenson University and brass arranger for 
The Reading Buccaneers drum corps. He has earned music performance, education 
and composition degrees from the Peabody Conservatory of Music and has earned 
a University Fellowship at the Boyer College of Music and Dance of Temple University, 
where he is pursuing a doctorate of music education. Mark is an award-winning band 
and orchestra composer and an in demand adjudicator, clinician and guest conductor 
throughout the country.

Mr. Lortz's original music has premiered at the Midwest Band and Orchestra Clinic, 
the Bands of America National Percussion Festival and the College Band Directors 
National Association. “The Caw of the Wild,” his commissioned composition for the 
Baltimore Ravens NFL football team’s marching band, is performed at every Ravens 
home game. Lortz’s compositions have received awards from the American Society 
of Composers, Authors and Publishers (ASCAP) and laudatory reviews in Gramophone 
and The Instrumentalist. They also made Bandworld’s Top 100 list of band compositions 
and sheet music company JW Pepper’s Editor’s Choice list.

He was Associate Music Director and Principal Percussionist for the North American 
tour of Phantom of the Opera and Principal Percussionist with the international 
performing ensemble, The Dallas Brass. He has performed and recorded with premier 
orchestras, including the Baltimore Symphony.

Mr. Lortz lives in Harford County, Maryland, with his wife, Cate, and their dog.

Visit Mark’s website: www.marklortz.com
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MARK LORTZ
(ASCAP)

Winner of the Chester County Concert Band Competition 
West Chester, Pennsylvania; David William Reif, Music Director

A HERO’S JOURNEY
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