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Ready
for the
‘Climax’

The Atlantic Coast Championships
this weekend may hold a long-awaited
title for the Westminster High School
and its director

marching band —
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BY STEPHEN SNYDER
TIMES STAFF WRITER

ark Lortz was happy.

It was Tuesday, Elec-
_tion Day, but even
though the students at
Westminster ‘ﬁ
School off, the

grounds were hardly deserred. In the audi-

torium, drama students rehearsed theix fall

production, On the practice fields, football
players went through passing drills.

And in the stadium, the Westminster
High School marching band, hot off its
Tournament of Bands chapter champi-
onship Nov. 2, ran the same 16 bars of its
show over and over.

The band members had
been there since noon and
would stay till about 5 pam.,
even though the air was get-
ting colder and the sky was
threatening rain

But Lortz couldn't have
been happier. In the seven
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years that he has been Westminster's
director, the band has won five consecu-
tive TOB chapter championships and an
equal number of Maryland state band
championshi m.m

But in nll t years, Lortz's band had
not won the top prize: @ TOB Atlantic
Coast Championship. It came close, awful-
ly close, missing ﬁrst place by a couple
10ths of a point on multiple oceasions.

‘This year, however, could'be Westmin-
ster’s year and Lortz knew it.

Right then, just days before the week-
end’s ACC in Scranton, Pa., Lortz should
have been nervous; he should have been
on edge. But he wasn't, Instead he smiled.
He joked, He got excited, hopped up and
down, shouted exclamations when he saw
some!hlng he liked, which was often,

last week is usually my favorite,”
said Lortz. “It's when the kids are the maost
excited and when the music is the best,”

Pocono Mountain High School. That had
been his Achilles heel,

Please see Lortz, B3

GEORGE WELTY/STAFE PHO
Vark Lortz is busy among high school marching bands. Besides belng Westminster High School’s band director, he also does musical arranaements for
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