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Since Mark Lortz became
band director at Westminster
High School 10 years ago, he
and co-director Brian Drake
have led student music groups
in the school’s Instrumental
Music Program to competi-
tions where they’ve received
state, regional and national
recognition.

Now, Lortz is getting some
recognition of his own.

In December, he was
acknowledged as one of the
“50 Directors Who Make a
Difference” for 2006 by
School Band and Orchestra, a
national music education
magazine. One teacher from
each state is included in the
annual feature, which has
been running for nine years,
according to Christian Wiss-
muller, editor of the publica-
tion.

“It’s just a thrill,” Lortz said
of the recognition. “I’m blown
away.”

Wissmuller said the maga-
zine keeps a running tally of
notable band directors
throughout the year. It picks a
few from each state who have
been singled out by respected
state organizations, then nar-
rows the list down to one from
each state, he said.

The Westminster High
School Instrumental Music
Program is comprised of the
orchestra, the concert, jazz,
symphonic and marching
bands, the percussion and
wind ensembles, the color
guard, music history, music
theory and the electronic and
computer music program.

During Lortz’s tenure, the
program has received a
resume full of awards from
the Music Educators Nation-
al Conference, the Maryland
Music Educators Associa-
tion, the Bands of America
and the Tournament of
Bands, to name a few organi-
zations. In 2005 and 2006, the
program was selected as a
Grammy Signature School
finalist by the Grammy Foun-
dation. A $25,000 grand prize
is awarded to one school, and
WHS is still waiting to see if
it will be named the winner
for 2006, Lortz said.

But Lortz isn’t taking all the
credit for those honors. He’s
quick to point out that Drake,
who began teaching at the
school six years ago, has con-
tributed to at least half of the

program’s success.
WHS is the only high

school in the county with two
directors, he said, because its
program is so large.

Lortz and Drake said they
meet every day to discuss
each ensemble’s progress and
what they can do to help the
students improve.

They estimated they work
separately about 75 percent
of the time because they split
each ensemble into two
groups, and each one leads a
group. After a predetermined
period of time, they switch
groups. 

This technique has several
advantages, they said.
Because they’re working with
smaller groups, they have the
opportunity to give their
attention to individual stu-
dents.

Wednesday, February 7, 2007 PAGE 21THE ADVOCATE OF WESTMINSTER AND FINKSBURG

Please see Lortz, 22

WWeessttmmiinnsstteerr  bbaanndd  ddiirreeccttoorr
hhoonnoorreedd  iinn  mmaaggaazziinnee

LLOORRTTZZ

2-7 Westminster Advocate  2/5/2007  12:03 PM  Page A21



BY LOIS SZYMANSKI
SPECIAL TO THE ADVOCATE

Fourth-grade students from
21 Carroll County elementary
schools took part in a class on
drug awareness taught by the
Maryland State Police’s Youth
Intervention Task Force during
the fall. 

Afterward, they were invited
to put their artistic skills to
work in a Tragedy is Only a
Drug Away poster contest. 

The top three entries from
each school were selected by a
panel of judges to represent
their schools at an awards cere-
mony recently at Winters Mill
High School. 

Program organizer trooper
David Keller said this contest
and the drug awareness it pro-
motes are important. 

“As a police officer, I can tell
you that statistically, most crime
we deal with revolves around
drugs and drug addiction,” he
said. “If we took addiction out of
society, some police officers
would have to find another line
of work.” 

There were more than 300
people in attendance at Winters
Mill High School, mostly the
children and their friends and
families, but Keller said several
school principals and health
teachers turned out, too. 

“We make it a big deal
because this is the students’
commitment to live a drug-free
life,” he said. 

Keller said even though all the
posters were the same size and
pertained to the topic of drugs,
they were diverse. 

One showed a darkened lung,
and several depicted tomb-
stones or cars wrecked into
trees or other cars. 

Nine-year-old Chloe
Schreuer, from Westminster
Elementary School, had a
poster with a picture of tobac-
co, a cigarette and a bottle of
alcohol. She had bold circles
with lines through them over
each picture. On the bottom,
she wrote, “Don’t do drugs,”
and, “Drugs can hurt you if you
take too much.”

“It took me about two days to
do it,” Chloe said. “I didn’t real-
ly think I was going to win!”

Nine-year-old Logan Keller,
of Charles Carroll Elementary,
used marker for his poster.

“Mine was a light bulb that
was shining, and it said, ‘I have
a bright idea. Tragedy is only a

drug away. Say no drugs.’”
Logan’s class had just com-

pleted a unit on electricity, and
that gave him the idea for his
poster. 

Hannah Gibbons, from
Charles Carroll, said her poster
had two people on it. 

“One side had a person with
black lungs smoking a ciga-
rette,” she said. “On the other
side was a person with pink
lungs that was healthy.” 

Hannah said she was sur-
prised when she won second
place.

Judging the contest was diffi-
cult, Keller admitted. 

“We look for a degree of cre-
ativity,” he said. “Some have
more creativity; others are very

artistic. The best artistically is
not necessary the best overall.
Creativity in presenting the
concept is most important.”

Molly Pickard, of Spring
Garden Elementary, was the
county winner, but the win-
ners of the contest all walked

Lortz is a percussion spe-
cialist, while Drake is a brass
specialist, so Lortz can help
drum players who are having
trouble, and Drake can help
the trumpet players improve
their sounds.

“With two of us, we can play
off each other’s strengths and
weaknesses,” Lortz said.

They also invite instrumen-
tal specialists and clinicians
to the school to work with
students during class time.
On Jan. 30, a bassoon special-
ist came to the school to pri-
vately meet with two bassoon
players in the symphonic
band.

“We’re just trying to give
the kids other enrichment,”
Lortz said.

WHS senior Laura Bock has
been a member of WHS’s
Instrumental Music Program
since her freshman year, par-
ticipating in the marching and
symphonic bands, orchestra
and wind ensemble. She was
also the drum major for the
marching band.

She said Lortz is a dedicated
teacher.

“He definitely puts a lot of
effort in his job when he
doesn’t have to,” she said.
“He’s always willing to go out
of his way to help his stu-
dents. He really cares about
this program and the kids
that are in it.”

Lortz, who lives in
Owings Mills, is also a com-
poser and writes music for
professional and school
ensembles. This year, he

won a composition competi-
tion in Alabama, and he’ll
travel to the University of
Alabama this week to conduct
guest lectures and seminars
as a composer in residence.
The Alabama All State
Orchestra will also play his
piece, “Deus ex Machina,” he
said. 

Lortz said he hopes his
inclusion in School Band and
Orchestra will help him in
obtaining music writing
opportunities, as well as help
WHS’s Instrumental Music
Program achieve more
national exposure.

He said he loves being a
teacher.

“You teach because you
want to, not because you have
to,” he said. “I like seeing the
kids come from nothing to
something.”

Ashley Reams can be
reached at 410-857-3316 or
reamsa@lcniofmd.com. 
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“You teach
because 

you want to, 
not because
you have to.”

Mark Lortz
band director, 

Westminster High School

FFoouurrtthh--ggrraaddeerrss  aawwaarrddeedd  
ffoorr  aannttii--ddrruugg  ppoosstteerrss

LOIS SZYMANSKI PHOTO
FFrroomm  lleefftt,,  ddrruugg  aawwaarreenneessss  ppoosstteerr wwiinnnneerrss  ffrroomm  CChhaarrlleess  
CCaarrrroollll  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll::  MMiicchhaaeell  RRooddrriigguueezz,,  tthhiirrdd  ppllaaccee;;
HHaannnnaahh  GGiibbbboonnss,,  sseeccoonndd  ppllaaccee;;  aanndd  LLooggaann  KKeelllleerr,,  ffiirrsstt  ppllaaccee..
TTrrooooppeerr  DDaavvee  KKeelllleerr,,  ooff  tthhee  MMaarryyllaanndd  SSttaattee  PPoolliiccee,,  iiss  aallssoo
ppiiccttuurreedd  aanndd  iiss  aa  mmeemmbbeerr  ooff  tthhee  YYoouutthh  IInntteerrvveennttiioonn  TTaasskk
FFoorrccee.. HHee  wwaass  tthhee  iinnssttrruuccttoorr  ooff  tthhee  ddrruugg  aawwaarreenneessss  ccllaassss
ooffffeerreedd  aatt  CChhaarrlleess  CCaarrrroollll  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll..
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