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Volatilis (trom the Latin "volatilis" meaning "to fly") is an adjective used to describe
something unstable or changeable. The piece opens with a quick fanfare and moves into a
march like section. There is a mysterious section that features a solo French horn and then
builds to a very new and passionate treatment of the melodic motive. The piece then transitions
to rapid ending that features woodwind and string flourishes, brass fanfares and powerful
percussion.

Mark LOI'tZ is band and orchestra director at Westminster high school (Westminster,
Maryland), where he directs the Orchestra, Concert and Marching Bands, Percussion Ensemble,
Colorguard and Electronic & Computer Music Program. He earned degrees from The Peabody
Conservatory of Music of the Johns Hopkins University, majoring in percussion performance, music
education and composition. As an arranger and composer, he was commissioned by a multiple
university consortium in 2004 to transcribe and edit Philip Glass’ Double Fantasy for Two Timpanists
and Orchestra for symphonic band. This work is published through Dunvagen publisher and will have
performances throughout the United States. He is the Front Ensemble coordinator and arranger for the
Drum Corps Associates (DCA) Drum & Bugle Corps The Reading Buccaneers. He has arranged
marching band music for high schools and colleges throughout the country. His concert band and
orchestra compositions can be heard in various local performing ensembles. He was the Percussion
Caption Head for the United States Naval Academy Drum and Bugle Corps, winning the Inter-service
Academy Drum & Bugle Corps Championship and high percussion award. An active adjudicator and
clinician in the mid-Atlantic region, Mr. Lortz is a member of The American Society of Composers,
Authors and Publishers (ASCAP), National Association of Music Education (MENC), Maryland Band
Directors Association (MBDA), Maryland Orchestra Director’s Association (MODA), American
Federation of Musicians (AFM), and is a Marching Percussion Specialist and Scholastic Educator for
the Vic Firth Percussion Education Program.

Instrumentation

Piccolo Mallet 1
Flute 1-2 Mallet 2
Oboe 1-2 Mallet 3
Clarinet 1-2 Percussion 1
Bassoon 1-2 Percussion 2
French Horn 1-2 Violin 1
Trumpet 1-2-3 Violin 2
Trombone 1-2-3 Viola

Tuba Cello

Timpani Bass
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